Docket No. 2503-1036-1 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

1. (original) A method for the prognosis of myocardial 
infarction or cerebral ictus patients, comprising: 

a) providing a blood or plasma sample from a myocardial 
infarction or ictus patient; 

b) measuring the concentration of PTX3 in the sample; 

c) comparing the PTX3 concentration in the sample with a 
reference concentration that is equal to or higher than the 
PTX3 concentration found in healthy subjects, wherein an 
increased PTX3 concentration in the sample from the myocardial 
infarction patient is an indicator of increased risk of death 
or heart failure, while an increased PTX3 concentration in the 
sample from the ictus patient is an indicator of increased 
risk of death or complications. 

2. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the 
PTX3 reference concentration value is 2 ng/ml. 

3. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the 
PTX3 reference concentration value is 5 ng/ml . 

4. (original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the 
PTX3 concentration is determined by means of an immunoassay - 

5. (original) A method according to claim 4, wherein said 
immunoassay in an ELISA. 



2 



Docket No. 2503-1036-1 

6. (original) A method according to claim 1, for the early 
determination of the risk of death or heart failure in a 
myocardial infarction patient. 

7. (original) A method according to claim 6, wherein the 
PTX3 concentration is determined within 24 hours from the 
myocardial infarction . 

8. (original) A method according to claim 1, for the early 
determination of the risk of death or complications in an 
ictus patient. 

9. (currently amended) A method according to claim 8^ wherein 
the PTX3 concentration is determined within 24 hours from the 
ictus . 

10. (original) A kit for carrying out the method of claim 1, 
containing anti-PTX3 antibodies, the PTX3 molecule and 
detection reagents in the same or separate containers. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-10 remain in this application. 

Entry of the above amendments is earnestly solicited. 
An early and favorable first action on the merits is earnestly 
requested. 

Should there be any matters that need to be resolved in 
the present application, the Examiner is respectfully requested 
to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 25-0120 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16, or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17. 

Respectfully submitted, 
YOUNG^,.^-:;fl?HOMPSON . / 




Thomas W. Perlfins, Reg. No. 33,027 
745 South 23^^ Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 



Telephone (703) 521-2297 
Telefax (703) 685-0573 



(703) 979-4709 



TWP/ia 
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